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THBBREHKEN EVANGELIST. 


stead of the house of prayer and thanksgiving" 
And J earn went into the temple of God and cast 
out all them that Bold and bought in the temple 
and overthrew the tables of the money changers 
and the seats of them that sold doves, and said un- 
to them, "It is written, my house frhall be called 
the house of prayer; but ye have made it a den 
of thieves." They were very strenuous about the 
rites and ceremonies of the laws but they loved 
money to such a degree they would profane the 
house of God to obtain it After Jesus taught 
such grand lessons as the sermon on the Mount, 
and many otheri, and chose his twelve disciples, 
one of them is so covetous he sella him — John 22 : 
1 to 7 verses — and so much of a hypocrite as to go 
to his Master with a cover of friendship and kiss 
him as if indeed his friend, John 22. But Jesus 
says to him, ''Betrayeat thou the son of man with 
a kiss V" and yet this was the sign to them that 
were with him. The feeling of remorse that follow- 
ed was too mach for even a heart as hard as his. 
In moments of reflection he sees the sin he has 
committed, and does not do as a great many today 
who sell their Savior. He goes back with his 
thirty pieces of silver and casts it down in the 
temple, goes out and puts an end to his miserable 
existence. 

When we look around and see some of the 
things that are done b\ professed Christians we 
are made to think he has been sold many times 
since. Men will go to their tellowman under a 
cloak of friendship only to get some advantage to 
obtain their money ; for money, men go into our 
court* and swear to positive falsehoods, and women 
will sell their virture ; and so covetous is our 
government that thetaloon and brothel can go on 
as long as they pay money into the treasury. 
Worst of all is, these are carried on in a* land said 
to be Christianized and enlightened, and not only 
so, but people who profess the religion of Jesus 
will practice fraud and deceit anu obtain wealth by 
almost any means except downright stealing, and 
have not a repentant heart as Judas had. He 
tried to make a restitution ; he took back his 
ill gotten gain ; but these others will stuff theirs 
down into their pocket and by hypocritical prayers 
try to appease the wrath of God. They pray for 
him to feed the hungry and clothe the poor. 
Many times if they would restore what they have 
obtained through dishonest means the poor could 
teed and clothe themselves. But they will oppress 
the poor all week, and pray for them on Sabbath. 
I ask the reader, will God hear such a prayer as 
that? 

The worst is, ministeres of the Gospel are afraid 
to preach against covetousness. I never heard a 
sermon on this in my life. Sometime ago in con- 
versation with one I asked him why he did not 
speak on this Bubject, Oh sayB he, it will not do ; 
the people will cut off my BUpport. Oh,, how I 
pity a man who fovea the people's money more 
than their souls. They are told not to shun to 
declare the whole counsel of God, and the sin of 
covetousness is the most common of today, and 
every time we obtain anj thing by unfair means we 
sell Jesus for that much, as he is our example and 
gave us a law the only one that is perfect. 

After eighteen centuries have passed we claim to 
have passed the dark ages and are in an sge of en- 
lightenment. Wealth does more to elevate men 
in the eyes of the people than any thing el Be. If 
man has that and gains right along, people say he 
is smart and shrewd. But perhaps he may over- 
look the poor and oppress the laborer in his wages. 
This language of James 6, suit them : "Go to, now 
ye rich men, weep and howl for your miseries 
that shall come upon you ; your riches are corrupt 
ed and your garments are moth eaten ; your, gold 
and silver is cankered and the rust of them shall 
be a witness against you and shall eat your flesh 
as if it were Are. Ye have heaped treasure to- 
gether for the last days. Behold the hire of the 
laborers who have reaped down your fields which 
you kept back by fraud crieth and* the cries of 
them that reaped are entered into the ears of the 
Lord of Saboath." So if a poor man's cries will 
not be heard here, thank God their is a place they 
will be heard and justice meted to every man 
according to the deeds committed in, the body. 


The time perhaps was when honesty, integrity and 
uprightness took the lead, but in this fast age noth- 
ing is more truly said than "Money makes the 
mare go." Everything to be thought of is practiced 
to obtain it, and yet it is brother bo and so, and the 
more wealth he has the more honor of men. But 
none but the pure in- heart shall see God and we 
must leave our wealth behind. 
North Star, Ohio. [ 


Buying Our Way to Heaven. 


BT V. M. REICHARD. 

There are many temporal advantages in being a 
Christian. But money saving, or properly money 
hoarding is not one of them. There is nothing 
more plainly taught in the New testament than 
that no man has a right to call aught his own, 
or accumulate aught to his exclusive use. If there 
be one abuse greater than another, which has for 
ages been creeping into the Christian church, it is 
the spirit that, this is mine, and I propose to 
defend it to the bittend end. It is not yours ; it 
can never be yours. You have no Christian right 
to it if your brother needs it. Who is your 
brother? Are you a better Christain than Thomas 
Paine? He say» all men are my brothers. 
While the world stands' vice, crime, poverty and 
misery will abound. It may not be in our partic- 
ular community but it will be vei y close at hand. 
Can you stand and see children and women suffer 
for food and clothing, when the winter winds are 
chilling the marrow of you who are well clad, 
and fed? Can you see workB of philanthrophy 
languishing, all over the land for want ol funds 
when yon, yourself are steadily' growing rich by 
the practice of Christain economies? There is 
work to do. There are hearts to cheer. There are 
homes to brighten. There are fallen to raise. 
There are deserving to help. Will kind words and 
smiles, and all that do all? Will a ''God help you." 
do what is needed ? or a God bless you. Will it 
hot be far more effectual ' if accompanied by the 
clink of the coin in the hand of the needy? May 
God give us auch a religion as will make us pay 
while we pray, calling on God to help is right and 
proper, but if God has given you the means go at 
it yourself and God will bless you. 

I od not see that the true Christian can amass 
wealth and hold it. Will any reader just stop one 
moment, and consider to how many Christian uses 
he can put his money in his own country ? We 
don't think over this matter enough. We are all 
provided for and want God to look out for other 
people. I have seen some of the poverty of the 
slums of Philadelphia and New York, but the 
most abject poverty and want, I encountered was 
within half a square of the finest, largest church 
on Chestnut Btreet, Philadelphia. 

In the Century Magazine for August, there is 
an Article by Rev Lyman Abbott, which is worthy 
of the closest study. Especially would I reccom- 
mend it to all ministers. Allow me to make a quo- 
tation or two, here is one : — "The man who takes 
his property to be his own, and uses it on himself 
is bb truly guilty of embezzlement, as the clerk 
who filches from his employers till," Speaking of 
the vast stores of natural wealth all over the coun- 
try he Bays : — "Whose are they ? Who stored them 
there. We are rich as the child is rich who dis- 
covers the preserves which his mother has put 
away in her closet. And like the child we shall 
pay dearly for oar theft, if we imagine that the 
treasure we have found is'WIre, — ours to r'o with 
sb we please. It is His who put it there, and for 
our use of it, or our abuse of it, we shall account 
to Him.".. 


brother ; don't you wonder where the next is com- 
ing from. Christ fed the multitude and will he 
not feed yon ? Will be let you come to want when 
you arc doing His work? Away with the idea! 
Theie nothing more true in this world, or in any 
other, that God Almighty, will stand by those who 
are serving him. That, in the words of a good 
brother, "The Lord is not going to let you get 
Btuck." Let us when wc pray fcr the "Sick and 
the afflicted, the poor and the needy," say also, 
"Lord if there is a dollar in roy pocket when I 
meet want, that dollar must come out of there." 
And God will find a way to pat the dollar there 
when it is needed. In this way we will secure 
great temporal advantages, but it will not be in 
the way of acquiring wealth. May God help us 
all to regard wealth as a trust, and each of us to 
be fs^tif nl trustees. 
Fairplay, Md. 


Take Down the Boards. 


This about covers the whole ground we have 
been speaking of it. Just think how ridiculous! 
We Bay yes Lord 1 I consecrate m^fcelf to Thee, 
(sll but my pocket book, that shall be offered at 
my own discretion) Jesus I my Cross have taken 
all(but my money) to leave and follow Thee. 
We give our service to Christ, anything good we 
may do or say be gets the credit for, but we would 
so much rather say than do. It is much easier for 
many of us to make long prayers, or long talks, or 
write long articles, than it is to go into our pock- 
ets and take out our hard earned dollars to help 
along some good thing. Pall oat your money my 


BT ELDER JERROLD. 

Once upon a time there lived in the good old 
state of Virginia, a black preacher whose name 
was uncle MoBe. His wife's name was aunt 
Dinah. Mose believed in sprinkling. Dinah be- 
lieved in immersion. A quarrel arose between 
Mose and Dinah on account of their differences of 
opinion in regard to baptism. The result wsb that 
Mose put biB fist under Dinah's noBe and she put 
the coflee pot under his nose. They decided to no 
longer live as man and wife. Mose went to hi* old 
master and asked for a few board** to make a par- 
tition in the house, as he and Dinah could not live 
together — The request was granted and Mose put 
up the partition. 

Some days later Mose and Dinah, saw how fool- 
ishly they had acted, and began praying tor each 
other. Dinah heard Mose praying, "Lord pless 
Diuah *nd Lord I wish dem boards war all mashed 
down." Then Dinah prayed "Lord bless Mose, 
Lord I wish dem little ole trirliu boards war all 
mashed inter kindlin vood, I does Lord, yes I docs," 
Then Mose said "Honey doasryou wish dem 
boards war mashed down, sure enough? Does 
you honey?" 
Dinah said, "Sartiu I does Mose." 
Then Baid Dinah :— "Mose who put up dem 
boards ?" 

Mose said "Dat am an important and some- 
what personal question." 

Dinah said, ','Mose you put up dem miserable lit- 
tle ole triflin buards an if you wants em down, 
Honey — you jis go to work and knock em down. ' 
Mose concluded that as he was the one that had 
put the boards up, he was the right one to take 
them down. They looked at each other through 
the cracks of the boards a loug time, then Dinah 
exclaimed 1 

"O ! dem bright and shiny eyes ob my lubly 
Moses." 

Then Moses exclaimed "Honey, dem boards am 
a comin down right quick, dey is"— and down 
came the coards with a crash. 

Now this quarrel arose from a difference of 
opinion in regard to baptism, and as taking down 
the boards, by the party who put up the boards, 
was the way to settle the trouble, would it not 
be well for those who differ in regard to immersion 
and sprinkling to ask as Dinah did. "Who put 
up the boards?" The boards were not up for 
several years after the Christian era, when 
sprinkling for baptism was introduced, and sanc- 
tioned by the Pope ot Rome. Since then many 
who would be offended, should we call them 
Roman Catholics have been keeping up the boards. 
We say as Dinah said, "Who put updem boards?" 
as Mose Said, "Dat am an important and some- 
what persona' question." 

It is only right that those who have put up the 
boards and those who so determinedly kept them up 
should take them down. 

We trine immersionists are willing to look 
through the cracks in the theological partition and 
say, "0 ! dem bright and slimy eyes." Come now 
sprinklers; if you are as honest as old uncle 
Mote was, just Bay, "Progressives : dem boards 
am comin down mighty quick — dey is." 






. 


